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As all of us at IEC reflect on 2019, a common 
theme emerges: growth. Growth in our staff. 
Growth in our leadership team. Growth in our 
program efforts. Growth in our donor and 
supporter engagement and their incredible 
generosity and goodwill.

IEC is thriving thanks to a rich history, loyal 
friends, and a diverse coalition of advocates. 
As you’ll see in the following pages, a strong 
foundation can lead to powerful results. There 
is still much we desire to add to our plans, but 
thanks to your support, we have much to celebrate 
and even more to advance in the year ahead.

With gratitude, 
Sarah Lohmeier 
2018-2019 IEC President 

Jennifer Terry 
IEC Executive Director

Dear Friend of the Environment,
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Iowa Environmental Council Staff 
Jennifer Terry – Executive Director 

Kerri Johannsen – Energy Program Director 

Ingrid Gronstal Anderson – Water Program Director 

Nathaniel Baer – Energy Program Specialist 

Angelisa Belden – Director of Communications 

Jordan Bles – Director of Fundraising and Development

Michael Schmidt – Staff Attorney

Kitty Jacobson – Finance and Operations Administrator 

Jordan Oster – Energy Outreach and Advocacy Coordinator

Alicia Vasto – Water Policy and Advocacy Specialist

Steve Guyer – Energy and Climate Policy Specialist

Haley Boyd – Communications and Development Assistant

Raihan Rashidi – 100% Iowa Organizer

2019 Past Staff
Cindy Lane – Water Program Director

New and Changing Staff 
The Council grew to double the size of its staff in 2019. 
The energy program expanded, adding Jordan Oster 
in January as the new Energy Outreach and Advocacy 
Coordinator and Steve Guyer in November as the new Energy 
and Climate Policy Specialist. During the second half of 2019, 
the energy team worked to operationalize 100% Iowa, an 
exciting new renewable energy grassroots outreach program. 
Raihan Rashidi joined IEC as a 100% Iowa organizer in 
December 2019; Kristen Weaverling and Paige Penningroth 
began their work with 100% Iowa in 2020.

In February, IEC welcomed Michael Schmidt as the Council’s 
Staff Attorney. Alicia Vasto joined the water program in January 
2019 as the Water Policy and Advocacy Specialist and Ingrid 
Gronstal Anderson assumed the role of Water Program Director 
in April following Cindy Lane’s out-of-state move. IEC expanded 
fundraising resources with the addition of Jordan Bles as the 
Director of Fundraising and Development in July 2019. 

Learn more about IEC’s staff and board leaders at 
iaenvironment.org/whoweare.

IEC Board and Staff

2019 Board of Directors
Ross Baxter – Vice President – representing Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation

David Courard-Hauri – representing Drake Environmental 
Action League 

Catherine Cownie – Secretary 

Genevieve Dean

Jonathan Gano – representing Trees Forever

Kevin Griggs – representing Practical Farmers of Iowa

Jennifer Hermsen 

Kurt Johnson 

Sarah Lohmeier – President – representing Friends of 
Des Moines Parks

Monte Marti – representing Allamakee County Protectors

Craig Miller

Jasen Nelson 

Kevin Nordmeyer – representing AIA – Iowa Chapter   

John Schmidt – Treasurer 

Nathan Unsworth – representing Iowa’s County 
Conservation System
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2019 donatIonS
President’s Circle
($10,000+)
Joyce and 

Richard Chapman
Holthues Trust
Ellen and Jim Hubbell

Champion
($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous 
Iowa Foundation for 

Education, Environment 
and the Arts

*ITC Midwest
*Fred and 

Charlotte Hubbell
Kurt and Barbara Johnson
*John Schmidt and 

Deb Wiley

Visionary
($2,500 - $4,999)
*Central Bank
Elizabeth Garst
*The Graham Group
Craig and Joan Johnson
Kenneth K. Kinsey 

Family Foundation
Sarah and Eric Lohmeier
*Monte and Mollie Marti/ 

The Big Apple Orchard
*Lorraine and Tom May
Craig and Betty Miller
Pamela Mollenhauer
*Prairie Meadows
*Sustainable Environmental 

Consultants

Guardian
($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Anonymous 

(various donors)
Atul Gupta
*BNIM Architects
Daryl Bosma
John and 

Regina Brennan
*Campbell’s Nutrition 

Centers, Inc.
*Central Iowa 

Power Cooperative
*Cerne Calcium Company

*Catherine Cownie and 
Damien Lock

*Current Renewable 
Efficiencies LLC

*Genevieve Dean and 
Ross Dean

*Richard L. Deming, M.D.
*Des Moines 

Water Works
Sondra Feldstein
Elizabeth A. Goodwin
Steve Griffith
*Integrated Power 

Contracting LLC
*Iowa Natural 

Heritage Foundation
*Cyril and John Mandelbaum
Robert and 

Rose Mary Pratt
Paul Rekow
*Kay and Robert Riley Jr.
Thomas Southard
Trees Forever
*Virtual IT
Fred and Emily Weitz
*West Bank

Steward
($500 - $999)
*Linda Appelgate
*Jamie Beyer and 

Denise Warriner
Amy Bouska
Diane and Bill Boyd
Dixie and Henry Brueck
Jessica and Scott Bush
David Butruille
Franklin and Tracy Codel
*Ted and Linda Corrigan
*David and Frederique 

Courard-Hauri
Renate and 

Dieter Dellmann
Stan Eilers
*EOR Iowa, LLC
Rachel Garst
Ernie Gillum
Myron and 

Connie Gordin
Carol Gronstal
Helen Gunderson
*Rod & Rivet
*Jack Hatch

Susan and 
Richard Heathcote

Barbara and 
Michael Henning

Daniel and Joan Houston
Ideal Energy Inc.
*Iowa Association 

of Water Agencies
Iowa’s County 

Conservation System
Brad and Bev Jensen
Kerri and Dan Johannsen
Anthony and 

Ashley Jones
*Kemin Industries
*Kum and Go 

Charitable Fund
*Leopold Center for 

Sustainable Agriculture
Jenny and Derek Lewis
*MoveIt Specialized Logistics
Janet and Tom Lovell
McGill Junge 

Wealth Management
*Meredith Corporation 

Foundation
Ann Mowery
JoAnne Myrsiades
Kelly Needles
Kevin and 

Beth Nordmeyer
Jennifer Noyce and 

Wesley Beary
Cynthia O’Brien
Robert Ocken
David Osterberg
*Raccoon River 

Watershed Association
Robert Railey
*Mark and Janet Rosenbury
Howard Shapiro
*Steffensmeier Welding 

& Manufacturing
*Martha Stephenson
*The Bill Menner Group, Inc.
*The Energy Group
*U of I Community 

Credit Union
*Unity Point
Tim and Toni Urban
Dan and Anita Vasto
Seth Watkins
Wendy Wintersteen
Kasi Zieminski

*2019 Event Sponsor
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Steward
($250 -$499)
Susan and Mark Ackelson
Jerry Anderson
Ross and Nichole Baxter
Lisa Bean
Bob Bernard
Bur Oak Land Trust
*David and Debby Burgraff
Mike Draper - RAYGUN
Mark Engelbrecht
Environmental Advocates
*Bob and Mary Fanter
Randy Forburger
*Foth Infrastructure & 

Environment, LLC
Ed Garst
Genus Landscape Architects
*Tom Hadden and 

Tina Mowry Hadden
Glen Halva-Neubauer
*Khanh Hamilton and 

Neil Hamilton
Phillip and Janet Hascall
Bill and Irlanda Helgen
Jennifer Hermsen
Ken Herring
Nathan Hopkins
*Houston Engineering, Inc.
Niq Howard
*Trudy Holman Hurd
Iowa Rivers Revival
Kathryn and 

Jerry (Jake) Jacobson
David Johnson
Susan Judkins
Marilynn Keller
LeRoy Kester
Linda Kinman
Lawrence Kirsner
Cindy Hildebrand and 

Roger Maddux
Rick Malm
*Josh and 

Katherine Mandelbaum
Joseph and 

Carolyn Martin
Sisters of Charity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary
Maureen McCue
Walter and 

Barbara Mendenhall
David and Janet Moeller
David Moore
Polly Moore
Connie and Robert Mutel
Jasen Nelson

Paul & Kathleen Brown 
Foundation

Joe and Kristen Plank
Duke and Carole Reichardt
John and Janis Ruan
SafeNetRx
Patricia and 

Thomas Sauer
Science Iowa
Lynette Seigley
Neil Shatek
*John and Patsy Shors
Michael Smith
James Spevak
Martin St. Clair
Jason Stone
Dawn Taylor
Jennifer Terry and 

Dimitri Makedonsky
Jean Thomson
Peter Thorne
Gail Turner
*Susan and Carl Voss
*WHY! Company LLC
Mark Widrlechner
Paul Willis
Pat Winters
*Wren Telecom

Platinum
($150 -$249)
Sheila Knoploh-Odole
Mollie and John Aronowitz
Ken Cameron and 

Elizabeth Baird
Angelisa and Mike Belden
Jordan Bles
Elizabeth Partridge 

Blessington
John and Betty Boccella
Allen Bonini
Sondra Cabell
Sandra and Ray Crabtree
Kathy Demsky
Des Moines Founders 

Garden Club
Steve Falck
Grinnell Heritage Farm
Marilyn and Charles Farr
Robert Felder
Allison and Jim Fleming
Jonathan Gano
Sarah Garst
Katie Goff
Bruce Graves

Ingrid Gronstal Anderson 
and Benjamin Anderson

Thomas and Joan Gronstal
Jeff Hagan
Douglas and 

Barbara Hein
Steve Herwig and 

Karen Herwig
Stephen Hopkins
Joyce Hornstein
Kate and 

Nickolas Huisman
Ted and 

Susan Hutchison
Impact7G
Iowa Interfaith 

Power & Light
Bob Haug and 

Anne Kimber
Robert Klein
Lori Knuth
John Knutson and 

Claudia Knutson
Pete and Maggie Leo
Frank Long
Curtis Lundy
Rusty Martin
R. A. Michel
John Miranowski
Skip Moore
Ken Morse
Ecocare Supply/ 

The Compost Ninja
John and Chris North
*NPC International, Inc.
One Mission
Cynthia Oppendal Paschen
Laura and Jim Sarcone
Michael Schaeffer
Susan Schmidt
James and Karen 

Martin-Schramm
Marvin Shirley
Becky Soglin
Simpleray Solar
Steve Throssel
Sharon Tinker
Nathan Unsworth
Lisa Veach
Michael Welsh

Gold
($100 -$149)
1 Source Solar
1000 Friends of Iowa
Elizabeth and 

David Adelman
Allamakee County Protectors

*2019 Event Sponsor
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American Institute of 
Architects - Iowa Chapter

Nancy Anderson
Marti Anderson
Bank of America
Patrick Bauer
Randy Beavers
Jeffrey Benz
Renate and Neil Bernstein
Blank Park Zoo
Joe Bolick
Joseph Bolkcom
Bozz Prints
Susan Burgess
Robin Ahnen-Cacciatore 

and John Cacciatore
Alex Cahill
Thomas Carsner
Lain Adkins and 

Holly Carver
Caucus Bistro
Center for Energy & 

Environmental Education
Center for Rural Affairs
Jenny Chiles
Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Clayton County 

Energy District
Conservation Corps of 

Minnesota & Iowa
Conservation Districts 

of Iowa
Craig Cox
Eric Crowell
Christine Curry
Dallas County 

Health Department
Marie DeVries
Dickinson County 

Conservation Board
Rick Dietz
David Drake and 

Claire Cumbie-Drake
Gordon Dunn
East Okoboji Lakes 

Improvement Corporation
Julie Eberbach
Teryl Edwards
Mark Edwards
Energy Association 

of Iowa Schools
Kamyar Enshayan
Environmental Law & 

Policy Center
Tanner Faaborg
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig
Patricia Cale-Finnegan
Mike Fisher

Robert Fleming
Cornelia Flora
Katy Flynn
Gregary and 

Georgann Franck
Friends of Des Moines Parks
Friends of Neal Smith 

National Wildlife Refuge
Eric Giddens
Debbie Gitchell
Gretchen Graff
Jan Grant
Kim Hagemann
Scott Hartsook
Thomas Hesse
Del Holland
Iowa Alliance for 

Responsible Agriculture
Iowa Association 

of Naturalists
Iowa Audubon
Iowa Chapter of the 

American Fisheries Society
Iowa Environmental 

Health Association
Iowa Policy Project
Iowa Prairie Network
Iowa Roadside Management
Iowa Whitewater Coalition
Izaak Walton League - 

Des Moines Chapter
Keri Jacobson
Amanda James
Daryle and Linda Johnson
Patricia and Paul Johnson
Johnson County Conservation
Robert Jolly
Northern Polk 

Pheasants Forever
Ross Junge
Lake Macbride Conservancy
Marilyn Lantz
Michael and Lisa LaValle
League of Women 

Voters of Iowa
William and Jane Lieb
Matthew Liebman
Dianne and John Liepa
Joel Logan
Marie Louise
Jessica Maldonado
Dan Martin
Michael May
Kristin McCauley
George McClain
Joan McCloskey
Michael McCurnin
Joseph McGovern

Deborah Meehan
Nancy and Don Miller
Judith Milligan
Ciji Mitrisin
Tricia Lyman and 

Robert Mulqueen
Michael Murphy
Deborah Neustadt
John Norris
Oneota Community Co-op
Tim Palmer
Cyndi Pederson
Keith Petersen
Ryan Peterson
Susan Pohl
Polk County 

Conservation Board
Jenna Powers
Poweshiek CARES, Inc.
Practical Farmers of Iowa
Britney Steele and 

Christian Price
Allison Pugh
Brandon Purviance
Paul and Marsha Readhead
Marian Riggs
Thomas Rosburg
Ralph Rosenberg
Sharon Rossman
Bev Rutter
Craig Schrader
Charlotte Shivvers
Jane Shuttleworth
Patrick Snell
Virginia Soelberg
Chris Sorflaten
Marjorie Spevak
Spirit Lake 

Protective Association
State Hygienic Laboratory
Meredith Stensland
Russ Stokes
Robert and 

Deanne Summerfelt
Warren Taylor
John and Angela Tedesco
Terracon
Orval Uden
Margaret Vernon
Teri and Steve Veysey
Don K. Wall
Marc Wallace
Waste Commission of 

Scott County
Margi Weiss
Susan West
Whiterock Conservancy
Dennis Woodruff
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Sally Worley
Bill Wright
Jim Zaffiro
Chad Zmolek

Silver
($50 -$99)
Jonathan Andelson
Sarah Bacehowski
Stephen Balderson
Barbara Beaumont
William and 

Diana Blankenship
Erin Bloomquist
Nataliya Boychenko
Haley Boyd
Amanda Brend-Zwanziger
Allison Brundy
Anne Burnside
Nancy Cadmus
Roland Caldwell
Jim Caligiuri
Sam Carrell
Kaira Carter
John Cecil
Heather Christensen
P. Rex Coble
Jacqueline Comito
Becky Criswell
Terry Dahms
Barbara and Jim Dale
Rob Davis
Pamila Deichmann
Keith Denner
Chris Draper
Bill Drury
Mark Dunagan
Jennifer Easler
Charlene (Mac) Eblen
Bruce and 

Marlene Ehresman
Doug Engstrom
Linda Fitzgerald
Gail George
Naura Heiman Godar
Jim Gossett
Kathy Green
Katie Greenstein
LaVon Griffieon
Max Grover
Morgan Halgren
Jennifer Hamilton
Sandy Jennings-Hammond
Joyce Hanes
Lucy Hansen
Peter and Kathryn Hansen
Mark Harris

Michelle Heater
Tom Hoff
Robert and Kathryn Hogg
Carol Hradek
Eric Jacobson
Derek Johnson
Ann Johnson
Larry Kaeding
Christine Kirpes
Jeffry Klein
Pat Knueven
Lyle Krewson
Diana and 

Thom Krystofiak
Kevin Kuhlman
Jan Libbey and 

Timothy Landgraf
Sarah Leon
Richard Leopold
Peter Van Der Linden
Katherine Lodge
Joseph Lyons
Ashley Massa
Arthur McBride
Barbara McClintock
Anne and Kim McKeown
Bill McKim
Tom McMurray
Phill Miller
Mary Ellen Miller
Penney Morse
Cherie Mortice
Kathleen Murrin
Kate Narveson
Kent Newman
Martha Norbeck
Joanne O’Halloran
Alishia and Jordan Oster
William Oviatt
Jerry Peckumn
Pella Rolscreen Foundation
Caroline Perkins
Jean Perri
Sophie Pierce
Mark Pingenot
Elena Polush
Gary Cromer and 

Judy Porter
Tamara Prenosil
Sarah Pritchard
Donna Rasmussen
Ruth Ratliff
Thomas Reardon
Stephen Reinart
Katie Rock
Jorgen Rose
Mitchell Sabin

Melanie Sadeghpour
Duane Sand
Laura Sands
Mel Schlachter
Michael Schmidt and 

Lauren McCarthy
Nick Schulze
Brenda Schumann
Melissa Serenda
Robert Sessions
Nathan and 

Mary Shepherd
William Sherman
Diana Sickles
Donald Simmons
Sandra Simmons
Carole Simmons
Bill and Cathy Simpkins
Mary Skopec
Rick Smith
Darrell Henning and 

Terry Sparkes
Mary Beth Stevenson
Margaret Stone and 

Larry Stone
Eric Strain
Cheryl Sypal
Pamela Taylor
Lisa Ross Thedens
Karen Tigges
Jim Trepka
Urban Ambassadors
Valerie Vetter
David Voigts
Mimi Wagner
Tim Wagner
Steve Weaver
Nick and Emily Webb
Amy West
Roger White
Donna Winburn
Michelle Javornik and 

Mike Wiseman
Diana Wright
Beth Wunder
Ric Zarwell
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IEC organIzatIonal MEMBErS

1 Source Solar 
1000 Friends of Iowa 
Allamakee County 

Protectors
American Institute 

of Architects -  
Iowa Chapter 

Blank Park Zoo 
BNIM
Bozz Prints 
Bur Oak Land Trust
Caucus Bistro 
Cedar Rapids Linn County 

Solid Waste Agency
Center for Rural Affairs
Citizens Climate Lobby
Clayton County 

Energy District 
Conservation Corps 

Minnesota & Iowa 
Conservation Districts 

of Iowa 
Dallas County 

Environmental Health 
Department

Des Moines Water Works
Dickinson County 

Conservation Board
Drake Environmental 

Action League 
East Okoboji Lakes 

Improvement 
Corporation

Ecocare Supply
Energy Association of 

Iowa Schools
Environmental Advocates
Environmental Law & 

Policy Center 
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig
Friends of Des Moines 

Parks
Friends of Neal Smith 

National Wildlife 
Refuge 

Genus Landscape 
Architects

Grinnell Heritage Farm

Houston Engineering
Ideal Energy
Impact7G
Integrated Roadside 

Vegetation Management
Iowa Alliance for 

Responsible Agriculture 
Iowa Association 

of Naturalists
Iowa Association of Water 

Agencies 
Iowa Audubon
Iowa Chapter of the 

American Fisheries 
Society

Iowa Division of the Izaak 
Walton League of 
America

Iowa Environmental Health 
Association 

Iowa Farmers Union 
Iowa Groundwater 

Association
Iowa Interfaith 

Power & Light 
Iowa Natural 

Heritage Foundation 
Iowa Pheasants Forever
Iowa Policy Project
Iowa Prairie Network 
Iowa Rivers Revival
Iowa Stormwater 

Education Partnership 
Iowa Waste 

Reduction Center
Iowa Whitewater 

Coalition
Iowa’s County 

Conservation System 
Izaak Walton League - 

Des Moines Chapter
Johnson County 

Conservation 
Lake MacBride 

Conservancy
League of Women Voters 

of Iowa 

Northern Polk 
Pheasants Forever

Oneota Community Co-op
Polk County 

Conservation Board 
Polk County Public Works, 

Air Quality Division
Poweshiek CARES
Practical Farmers of Iowa
Raccoon River 

Watershed Association 
RAYGUN
SafeNet RX
Science Iowa
Simpleray Solar 
Sisters of Charity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary
Spirit Lake Protective 

Association 
State Hygienic Lab
Sustainable Environmental 

Consultants
Sustainable Iowa 

Land Trust 
Terracon
Trees Forever
UNI-Center for Energy & 

Environmental Education
Waste Commission of 

Scott County
Whiterock Conservancy

The Iowa Environmental Council is a nonprofit, nonpartisan alliance of diverse 
organizations and individuals working together to protect and preserve Iowa’s 
environment. Our coalition is made stronger by the support and engagement of 
more than 70 businesses and not-for-profit organizations from across Iowa.
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IEC is an environmental organization focused on law and policy solutions to address our state’s environmental issues 
to create large-scale change. We engage in this work using a multi-pronged approach: outreach and partnerships, 
legislative policy and rulemaking, and the courts when necessary. 
The Council grew outreach and advocacy efforts throughout the year, engaging more Iowans around the state in the 
process of advocacy and education.

advoCaCy Work

Legislative Events
IEC hosted two legislative events in 2019. A new Legislative Day in February 
brought attendees to the State Capitol for Advocacy Training and a workshop 
followed by in-person meetings with their legislators. 

On March 21 IEC held Environmental Lobby Day where dozens of organizations 
and individuals took to the Capitol Rotunda. This annual event brings together IEC 
members, member organizations, and partners to call on legislators to prioritize 
environmental issues. Representative Andy McKean, Senator Claire Celsi, Mollie 
Aronowitz with Peoples Land Management Company, and Todd Miller with 1 
Source Solar joined IEC for remarks about the importance of clean energy and 
clean water to Iowa’s economic growth. 

IEC also co-hosted several clean energy advocacy days. Electric Vehicle Day 
on the Hill was held in March, where electric vehicle owners connected with 
policymakers to show the value of EVs and express support for pro-EV policies. 
Energy Efficiency Day in January featured contractors, nonprofits, and efficiency 
service companies that shared how their services save residents money, protect 
health and safety, and employ local Iowans for this beneficial work. 

Legislative Tours
Seven state legislators gained unique insight about the benefits of renewable 
energy through a series of legislative tours hosted by IEC’s Energy Program 
and our partners. These tours took place in Boone, Lee, Marion and Polk 
Counties. Local leaders toured homes and businesses that implemented energy-
saving efficiency measures such as LED lighting and improved insulation, 
farms controlling their expenses using solar installations, and more. Personal 
conversations with those benefitting from clean energy helps legislators understand 
the impact of their decisions and consider future policy improvements. 

Action Alerts
IEC’s success relies on the engagement of our statewide coalition. In 2019, IEC 
sent six Action Alerts to our supporters on issues ranging from the federal Waters 
of the US definition to state-level solar net metering policy. 1,840 Iowans took 
action, generating 6,530 messages to city, state, and federal officials on laws 
and policies that would impact our environment. 

Not all actions require a message to a legislator, such as submitting public 
comments on state agency reports or other content. IEC encouraged our engaged 
constituents to submit comments on the Iowa DNR’s proposed use designation of 
109 river and stream segments, Iowa DNR’s draft 2018 Impaired Waters List 
(released November 2019), and the U.S. EPA’s repeal of the 2015 Waters of the 
United States Rule.
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Media Coverage
In 2019, IEC’s impressive work 
garnered significant media attention 
around Iowa and beyond.

IEC was included in 160 stories and 
opinion pieces in a variety of print, 
radio, online, and on-air stories for our 
work including the Wind Turbines & 
Health paper, our Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy analysis, and more.

Notable coverage included The 
Guardian, CBS News, Progressive 
Farmer, major Iowa newspapers, and 
others. 

IEC outrEaCh
IEC significantly expanded outreach activities in 2019, adding new 
events, engagement platforms, and tools to connect with Iowans 
across the state. The Council itself grew in size, adding more 
members and supporters, new sponsors, and partners to our coalition. 

IEC continues to position itself as a strong watchdog for Iowa 
and a leader in using evidence-based research and collaborative 
partnerships to advance policy.

IEC staff visited these communities as part of our work

More Iowans than ever were introduced to IEC and its work through new outreach 
events in 2019. The Water Program hosted a series of Women for Water programs, a 
new half-day educational program for women landowners in Perry, a breakfast at the 
Point to Point Swim in Okoboji, and the first annual End-of-Summer Beach Bash in Des 
Moines. The Energy Program hosted a number of solar and energy efficiency legislative 
tours around the state, in addition to the new Bright Ideas Breakfast and the Beneficial 
Electrification Summit. 

IEC exhibited and sponsored at many events throughout Iowa, such as Bur Oak Land 
Trust’s Prairie Preview in Iowa City, the Iowa Governor’s Conference on Public Health, 
the Des Moines Farmers Market, Cedar Rapids’ EcoFest, the Northern Iowa Green 
Expo in Clear Lake, the Okoboji Blue Waters Festival, RAGBRAI in partnership with 
Niman Ranch, and the Blank Park Zoo Monarch Festival. 

Our staff provided education and leadership as presenters at a number of community 
and industry-focused events, including the Iowa IDEAS Conference in Cedar Rapids, 
a webinar with UNI’s Center for Energy and  Environmental Education, the 2019 
National New Leaders Council Convention hosted in Des Moines, the Iowa Association 
of Water Agencies, Des Moines’ monthly Green Drinks group, and others. 

Perry

Iowa City

Pella

Des Moines

Indianola

Cedar Rapids

Clear Lake
Okoboji

Hillsboro

Spencer

Estherville

Vinton

Altoona

Iowa Falls
Cedar Falls

Grinnel
Coralville

Fairfield

Dubuque

Carroll

Creston

Bristow

Spirit Lake

Mason City

Allison

Urbandale

Johnston

Ankeny

New Hampton

Madrid
Granger

Tama
Hiawatha

Decorah

Winterset Truro
Earlham

Ames

Wapello

Bondurant

Runnells

Kellogg

Waukee

Boone

Fort Madison

Pilot Grove

Knoxville

Cresco

Newton



Iowa Environmental Council Annual Report 2019
10

Clean energy supporters joined IEC in an unexpected battle during the 2019 
legislative session following the introduction of a bill seeking to eliminate net 
metering for solar energy systems, among other changes that would decimate 
the burgeoning solar industry in Iowa. IEC rallied supporters through action 
alerts, digital ads, and other tools, while the Council partnered with unlikely 
allies to stall the so-called “Sunshine Tax.” The legislation did not advance 
during session and IEC actively engaged legislators and industry partners in the 
off-session to prepare for the next steps in 2020. 

EnErgy PrograM hIghlIghtS

IEC’s Energy Program celebrated many successes in 2019, starting with the 
January 2019 release of the Wind Turbines and Health paper, published 
in conjunction with the University of Iowa’s Environmental Health Sciences 
Research Center and the Iowa Policy Project. The paper analyzed peer-
reviewed scientific studies researching health effects of wind turbines, finding 
no evidence that wind turbine sound causes damage to human health.

Solar Energy Success

IEC frequently participates as an intervenor in cases before the Iowa Utilities 
Board (IUB) and 2019 was another year of work to ensure Iowans would 
benefit from clean, affordable energy. Alliant Energy filed a rate case with 
the Iowa Utilities Board, seeking to increase rates as much as $20 a month 
for some residential customers. IEC partnered with the Environmental Law and 
Policy Center to call on Alliant to analyze its spending on fossil fuel generation, 
to set rates that encourage energy efficiency and solar, and to curb unnecessary 
spending on gold-plating the electric grid.

Our efforts brought Alliant to the table, where IEC and ELPC successfully 
negotiated a settlement approved by the IUB in January 2020. That settlement 
included Alliant’s first-ever economic analysis of their coal plants, which will 
take place in 2020. IEC will push for a robust analysis that looks at the true 
economic costs of coal and the benefits of moving more quickly to a 100% 
renewable electric system. 

Iowa Utilities Board Cases

During the second half of 2019, IEC worked to launch 100% Iowa, an exciting 
new grassroots outreach program focusing on promoting and advocating 
for renewable energy growth in Iowa. Staff attended outreach events and 
implemented a major social media push, promoting clean energy in Iowa and 
growing IEC’s base of grassroots activists in 2020 and beyond. Learn more at  
100percentIowa.com. 

Reaching More Iowans

Wind Energy Projects
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IEC Water Program staff continued to advance solutions to nutrient 
pollution in Iowa’s waters in their work in 2019. In February, IEC 
and Environmental Law and Policy Center argued in front of the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ Environmental Protection 
Committee for their petition asking the state to set numeric criteria 
for nitrogen and phosphorus in Iowa’s recreational lakes. The 
petition was denied, but it was a critical step in the path to setting 
numeric limits.

WatEr PrograM hIghlIghtS

Setting Numeric Limits

Water Watch Continues
2019 was the second year of IEC’s popular Weekly Water Watch 
series, an email newsletter tracking state beach advisories and 
highlighting important water news and research. The summer 
of 2019 featured a large number of high-profile algae blooms 
at popular public water bodies including Lake MacBride, Lake 
Rathbun, Spirit Lake and others. Correspondingly, dangerous 
microcystin toxin advisories were also on the rise in 2019. Our 
newsletter and stories highlighted the increased threats of these 
blooms and its impacts on public health and local economies. 

IEC’s groundbreaking publication The Slow Reality of the Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy increased pressure on policymakers to prioritize 
clean water. In July, IEC released data showing the implementation 
rates of conservation practices outlined in the Iowa Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy (NRS) compared to what is necessary to meet 
the goal of reducing nutrient pollution by 45%. At the current rate 
of adoption, the practices analyzed were nearly 100 to more 
than 31,000 years away from reaching the scale necessary to 
reduce nutrient pollution by the state’s goal. This publication gained 
significant media coverage, including reaction from the NRS’s most 
ardent defenders. 

Addressing Nutrient Pollution

The NRS publication came on the heels of an alarming report 
IEC released in conjunction with Environmental Working Group 
revealing the lack of private well testing in Iowa and high frequency 
of contamination among the tested wells. The report reviewed 15 
years of private well testing data and found that two-thirds of wells 
were tested only once in the 15 year period. Those that were tested 
were frequently contaminated with nitrate and/or coliform bacteria. 
IEC continues to share this important public health data in an effort 
to ensure safer, cleaner water for all Iowans.

Drinking Water Contamination
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Pro H2O
Advocates for clean, safe water in Iowa gathered for the 
7th annual Pro H2O on Thursday, June 14, 2019, at The 
River Center in Des Moines. IEC’s largest and most festive 
fundraiser of the year, Pro H2O celebrates Iowans’ collective 
work to protect Iowa’s waterways and honors individuals 
around the state for their work in protecting and preserving 
Iowa’s natural resources. 

2019 honorees included an Innovation Award to Joe Bolick 
and Jennifer Trent with the Iowa Waste Reduction Center; 
Leaders in Business Awards to Big Grove Brewery based 
in Johnson County, SingleSpeed Brewing Company in 
Waterloo for their sustainability efforts, and Mollie Aronowitz 
of Peoples Land Management Company for her work to 
connect producer profitability with conservation; and the 
Tenacity & Youth Awards to Courtney Wolken, an A.P. 
Biology teacher with Newton Community School District and 
Steve Hopkins, nonpoint source coordinator with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, for their work increase 
awareness and engagement of a local water body.

fundraISIng EvEnt hIghlIghtS

Bright Ideas Breakfast
IEC hosted its first-ever energy focused event on September 
26, 2019. More than 100 energy professionals, advocates, 
and community and business leaders gathered at the Iowa 
Events Center in Des Moines for a breakfast featuring 
education, discussion, and awards.  

Sonia Aggarwal, Vice President at California-based think 
tank Energy Innovation, led a session on the economics 
of energy generation in the US and opportunities for a 
carbon-free future. Local business leaders James Cade of 
Ruan Transportation, Chris Deal of MODUS Engineering, 
and Shashi Menon of EcoEngineers participated in a panel 
discussion on how energy policy impacts their industries. 

The event also celebrated Iowa businesses leading the 
way with clean energy adoption: Agri-Industrial Plastics in 
Jefferson County and Ideal Energy in Fairfield were honored 
with Business Innovation Awards. Jenny Steffensmeier of 
Steffensmeier Welding & Manufacturing received the Partner 
in Policy Award. 

This new event helped to raise funds in support of IEC’s 
Energy Program while celebrating the important energy 
advances being made in Iowa.
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Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

fInanCIal rEPort

The Iowa Environmental Council is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, nongovernmental organization.

Our work is supported by our members, individual and corporate gifts, and private foundation grants. This support is 
bolstered by dedicated and passionate board members, volunteers, and staff. 

We did not receive any government funding in 2019. 

Remaining revenues at the end of 2019 are cash reserves for fiscal year 2020.

2019 Total Expenses (Unaudited)

Fundraising and Events .............................$132,909

Administrative Expenses ............................$106,418

Program Expenses  ................................. $764,221

TOTAL  ...................................................... $1,003,548

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Fundraising 
and Events

Administrative Expenses

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Membership 
and Donations

Event Income

Grants

Other

2019 Total Revenue (Unaudited)

Event Income ..........................................$74,397

Memberships and Donations ....................$140,371

Other Income (Endowments, Interest, Misc.) ..$46,460

Grants .................................................$757,999

TOTAL ......................................................  $1,019,227

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Program Expenses

Fundraising and Events

Administrative Expenses

Grants

Other Income

Memberships and Donations

Event Income

Program Expenses

10.60%

13.25%

76.15%

7.30%

13.77%

4.56%

74.37%
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